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ITGS Internal Assessment Guidelines 
HL Portfolios 
 
The internal assessment of the Higher Level students consists of three 
pieces of portfolios and a portfolio extension. The following list isn’t just 
a general, abstract way to get you started, but the actual criteria used 
in marking by the external examiner. So please read carefully. 
 
� Each piece should be 800–1,000 words in length. The list of 

references is not included in the word count. 
� The portfolio must be based on a news item from a newspaper or a 

news site. If a portfolio is not based on a news item, it is rewarded 
with zero marks, no matter the content of the portfolio. 
� Some recommended websites are: 

� http://news.bbc.co.uk 
� http://www.reuters.com/news/technology 
� http://www.timesonline.co.uk/ 

� The news item/article must be recent. Articles older than 6 
months prior the beginning of your IB1 class, will be rejected. (IB1: 
March 2007 or newer, IB2 March 2006 or newer). 

� You have to deal with a clear issue as raised in the news item. 
� Include the news item (electronic version and hard copy) and 

refer to it properly. 
� You have to include evidence of a research. This can be neither 

your news item nor your main resource, but a starting point for 
your work. You may use web resources like: 
� http://en.wikipedia.org/ 
� http://www.howstuffworks.com/ 

� Each portfolio piece must be based on a different area of impact. 
The areas of impact are: 
� Business and employment 
� Education 
� Health 
� Arts, entertainment and leisure 
� Science and the environment 
� Politics and government 

� Focus on the IT background relating to the issue. Use IT terminology 
and examples. 

� Analyze your opinion and back-it up with significant resources. 
� Describe a solution to the problem 

� Identify the problem first! 
� Do not suggest elimination of technology as a solution! (e.g. 

avoid solutions such as: “The internet is the main source of viruses, 
so do not use the internet!”)  

� Avoid simplistic solutions 



ITGS Internal Assessment Guidelines – HL Portfolios 
 

© 2007 Panagiotis Kafkarkou 
 

� Back up the feasibility of the solution, if your solution is 
questionable 

� Include at least 7 bibliographic resources beside the news item. 
� Cite your resources carefully. You can use an online wizard like 

http://www.palomar.edu/dsps/actc/mla/ , just select the 
resource type (website, book, etc) and fill the form. Then you 
can copy/paste the result at the end of your project. 

� If the author of the resource is not stated (usually happens in 
websites) use the words “Author not stated” in the name field. 

� Do some research! 
� You can use encyclopedias like Wikipedia as reference, but do 

not use it as your main source. 
� You can find plenty of websites with useful information; try to 

include some books as well. (You don’t need to read the entire 
book, don’t worry!) 

� Use citation through the test, to backup your research. Include 
the reference in the formal bibliography, at the end of your 
project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


